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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

l\ A conununicat:±on apparatus comprising: 
muy^-ti- address transmission means for executing 
X'ing type \multi -address transmission in a group of the 
communication apparatuses; and 

detdrmination means for making determination as 
to specifying of the ring type multi-address 
transmission, 

wherekn, when the ring type multi-address 
transmission lis specified, said multi-address 
transmission means memory -receives received data and 
transmits the ynemory- received data to a next station 
after the data\is actually printed out. 



2' A con^nunication apparatus according to claim 
1, wherein said ^ulti-address transmission means 
transmits the membry- received data to the next station 
based on specification from an operator. 
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3. A communiVcation apparatus according to claim 
1 or 2, wherein said Vnulti-address transmission means 
transmits the memory -Received data to the next station 
after the data is prin^^d out, based on specification 
from the operator. 



4* A communicatioA apparatus according to any 
one of claims 1 to ^ wherdLLn said multi-address 



■transunissxon means includes selection means for 
seleCTO.ng, based on specification from the operator, 
transmifesion of the memory-received data to the next 
station, Alternatively transmission of the memory- 
received cteta to the next station after the data is 
printed oum. 

5, A \communication apparatus designed to 
perform ring multi-address transmission by 

transferring r^peived data to a next station, 
comprising: \ 

receiving Vmeans for receiving data sent by the 
multi-address transmission; 

selection mfeans for selecting transfer/non- 
transfer of the received data to the next station based 
on instruction f rom \a user; and 

transferring ^eans for transferring the received 
data to the next statVon if the transfer to the next 
station is selected b^ed on the instruction from the 
user^ \ 

wherein said transferring means forcibly 
transfers the received dbta to the next station if the 
transfer to the next staliLon is in an unselected state 
for a specified period by \instruction from the user. 

6- A communication YPPa^^tus according to claim 
5, further comprising: \ 
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diisplaying means for displaying presence/absence 
of t:lie received data; 

^■toYing means for storing the received data; and 
printing means for printing the stored data, 
whereUn if data sent by the multi-address 
transmission \is received, said storing means stores 
time of recepljion thereof, and said displaying means 
displays prese\ice of the received data, and if the 
transfer to th^ next station is in an unselected state 
for a specif ied \period by instruction from the user, 
said printing me^ns forcibly prints the received data. 
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7. A commufaicat-.on apparatus according to claim 
5 or 6, further comprising: 

starting mearfp for starting the multi-address 
transmission; and 

registration m^ans for registering data 
regarding the next stallion. 
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8. A communication apparatus according to claim 
6, further comprising: 

erasing means for eVasing the transferred data 
from the storing means if t^e transfer of the received 
data is normally finished 



9. A communication apparatus according to any 
one of claims 6 ^ter 8, wherein laid printing means 



pirxr}rt:s the ireception of the data sent by the multi- 
addr^LSs transmission and the transfer of the received 
data -to the next station simultaneously when executing 
the forcible printing of the received data . 

4 0 • A communication method comprising the steps 
of: \ 

executing ring type multi-address transmission 
in a groui of the communication apparatuses; and 

making determination as to specifying of the 
ring type nLlti -address transmission, 

wherdin, when the ring type multi-address 
transmissionXis specified, said multi-address 
transmission tetep memory- receives received data and 
transmits the Vnemory-received data to a next station 
after the data\is actually printed out, 

11. A coWnunication method according to claim 
10, wherein said Wlti-address transmission step 
transmits the memdry-received data to the next station 
based on specif ical^ion from an operator. 

12. A communication method according to claim 
10 or 11, wherein sai^ multi-address transmission step 
transmits the memory- deceived data to the next station 
after the data is prinWd out, based on specification 
from the operator. \ 
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\3 , A comrnunica-tlon method accoirding to any one 
of claim\ 10 to wherein said multi-address 

transmissjftpn step includes a selection step o£ 
selecting, \Dased on specification from the operator, 
transmissionXof the memory- received data to the next 
station, alternatively transmission of the memory- 
received data t^o the next station after the data is 
printed out . 
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14. A communication method designed to perform 
ring type multi-adaress transmission by transferring 
received data to a ^xt station, comprising the steps 
of: 

receiving data V^nt by the multi-address 
transmission; 

selecting transfe^/non- transfer of the received 
data to the next station Biased on instruction from a 
user; and 

transferring the rec^ved data to the next 
station if the transfer to tWe next station is selected 
based on the instruction from Vhe user, 

wherein said transferring step forcibly 
transfers the received data to t]^ next station if the 
transfer to the next station is ir\ an unselected state 
for a specified period by instructi&n from the user. 



15, A communication method according to claim 
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1^. furHher compulsing the steps of: 

displaying presence/absence of the received 

data^ 

storing the received data; and 

the stored data, 
Therein if data sent by the multi-address 
transmisteion is received, said storing step stores time 
o£ receptVon thereof, and said displaying step displays 
presence oV the received data, and if the transfer to 
the next station is in an unselected state for a 
specified peJriod by instruction from the user, said 
printing step\f orcibly prints the received data. 

16. A cd(rnmunication method according to claim 
14 or 15, furthe A comprising the steps of: 

starting thfe multi-address transmission; and 
registering ^ata regarding the next station. 



20 



17- A communication method according to claim 
14, further comprising the step of: 

erasing the transferred data stored in the 
storing step if the translfer of the received data is 
normally finished . 
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^^^^^^"'^riication rf^ethod according to any one 



of claims 15 4:0^17, wherein skid printing step prints 
the reception of the data sent W the multi-address 
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■transmission and -the -transfer of trhe received data to 
the next station simultaneously when executing the 
forcible printing of the received data. 

A storage medium to store a computer 
program fc^f the implementation of a communication 
method compiuLsing the steps of: 

executing ring type multi-address transmission 
in a group of «ie communication apparatuses; and 

making dda:ermination as to specifying of the 
ring type multi-address transmission, 

wherein, whfen the ring type multi-address 
transmission is specd-fied, said multi-^address 
transmission step meitory- receives received data and 
transmits the memory -rfeneived data to a next station 
after the data is actually printed out. 

20- A storage medium according to claim 19, 
wherein said multi-address\ transmission step transmits 
the memory- received data to\ the next station based on 
specification from an operatq 



21. A storage medium aqcording to claim 19 or 
20, wherein said multi-address -eoransmission step 
transmits the memory- ireceived dat^ to th© next station 
after the data is printed out, bas\d on specification 
from the operator. 
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22- A storage medium according to any one of 
claims 19\to 21, wherein said multi-address 
transmission step includes a selection step of 
selecting, based on specification from the operator, 
transmission tof the memory-received data to the next 
station, alteisnatively transmission of the memory- 
received data -^o the next station after the data is 
printed out , 




23. A storage medium designed to perform ring 
type multi-address \transmission by transferring 
received data to a rJext station, comprising the steps 
of: 

receiving data >pent by the multi-address 
transmission; 

selecting transfeV/non- transfer of the received 
data to the next station toased on instruction from a 
user; and 

transferring the received data to the next 
station if the transfer to tA^ next station is selected 
based on the instruction from \bbe user, 

wherein said transferring step forcibly 
transfers the received data to t^e next station if the 
transfer to the next station is ife an unselected state 
for a specified period by instruction from the user. 



24. A storage medium according to claim 23, 
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further comprising the steps of: 

displaying presence/absence of the jreceived 

data;\ 

storing the received data; and 
pirinting the stored data, 

wh^r-ein if data sent by the multi-address 
transmissiqn is received, said storing step stores time 
of receptioA thereof , and said displaying step displays 
presence of l3he received data, and if the transfer to 
the next stati\)n is in an unselected state for a 
specified period by instruction from the user, said 
printing step forcibly prints the received data. 



25- A storage medium according to claim 23 or 
15 24, further comprising the steps of: 

starting the J^ulti -address transmission; and 
registering da^a regarding the next station. 
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26- A storage medium according to claim 23, 
further comprising the step of: 

erasing the transfe:^ed data stored in the 
storing step if the transferVjf the received data is 
normally finished. 



27- A storage medium accoVding to any one of 
claims 24 to 26, wherein said printing step prints the 
reception of the data sent by tbe m\}(Lti -address 
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trahsmission and tne -transfer of the received data to 
-the next station simultaneously when executing the 
forcible printing of the received data. 



